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SEMAINE VAROISE DE LA RANDONEE 
PEDESTRE – 7 OCTOBER  
Yes, it’s that timeof year again, when lovely crisp autumn 
weather beckons us all outside for healthy walks in the Var 
countryside, a countryside which offers a huge variety of 
incredible views and panoramas. 
Your local tourist office will likely boast information about local 
walks, of varying lengths and ease or difficulty.  You can also go 
for information to: www.visitvar.fr/en/var-hiking-week/ 

However, and this is a very serious warning, be aware that the 
hunting season in the Var, particularly for sangliers has just 
started! 

 
BEWARE IT IS HUNTING SEASON & 
SANGLIERS ARE RAMPANT ! 
Reports are coming in more and more frequently of the ravages 
to farms, smallholdings, vineyards, caused by sangliers, and it 
appears that the sanglier populatin is pretty much out of control.  
Now, hunters, actually are very much responsible for this boom 
in the population.  Way back when I was first here around 1990 

the population of sanglier had fallen to an all time low of around 
3,000. 
As a result, to improve their hunting, which provided lots of 
farming /hunting families with free meat for most  of the winter, 
hunters began sneaking semi-wild sanglier from elevage farms, 
where they were reared for domestic consumption into the wild 
where they mixed with really wild sangliers.   However there 
was a basic difference between the wild sanglier, which 
inhabited the forests - and the Var is one of the most heavily 
forested Departements in France - and sangliers from élevage, in 
that the wild variety bred only once a year, 1 or 2 maximum 
marcassin, whereas those from élevage bred twice a year, 
producing between 5 to 7 marcassin.  There is a difference of a 
chromosone to account for it.   As a result the sanglier population 
expanded exponentiently from then on in successive years. 
Sanglier in the Var – not timid of humans

 
Hunters killed 700,000 sanglier last year but the government just 
conceded that even this astronomical figure was not enough to 
stem their rise and the damage they wreak on land and crops, 
which cost €30 million (£27m) last year, not to mention the 14,000 
road accidents insurers say they caused. 
This month, President Emmanuel Macron launched a crisis 
committee after the biggest farming union, FNSEA, angrily 
complained their land had been turned into a “playground for 
hunters” who had opened a Pandora’s box of their own creation 
by feeding and breeding boar for decades. 
Under a 1968 agreement, farmers handed their Napoleonic rights 
to kill any animals damaging their land over to hunters, who in 
exchange agreed to pay for any destruction caused by big game. 
But since then, the numbers of boar have rocketed 15-fold due to 
various factors. 
Mild weather linked to climate change and vast fields of plentiful 
crops have led to higher reproduction rates. Farmers accuse some 
hunters of feeding boar by scattering grain and even cross-
breeding them with domestic pigs to increase litters, while 
federations deliberately set low limits on how many to kill, they 
say.   
In their defence, hunters complain they have access to less and 
less land, as boar hide in green areas near human habitations 
which are out of bounds, while some big private landowners 
refuse them access. In all, they say a third of France is now closed 
to hunting federations. 
“Areas around less than 15 per cent of municipalities in France 
account for 90 per cent of our problems. When you look at the 
figures, it’s always in areas where we can’t reach," said Willy 
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Schraen, president of France’s National Hunters’ Federation, 
FNC, which represents the country’s 1.2 million hunters.  
A quarter of France's crops are now maize for animal feed - vast 
fields where "boar hide, feed and reproduce for six months of the 
year," he said. 
Hunters say “We no longer agree to pay for all the damage done 
when we’re not responsible for all these problems”  and the issue 
is becoming ever more pressing in the Var, and Gard - a 
département,  that stretches from the Mediterranean coast west 
of Montpellier to the Cévennes mountains. 
Last year, some 42,000 boar were killed in the Gard, including 
1,500 within a three-kilometre radius of Anduze - a pretty 
protestant bastion famed for its earthenware vases and dubbed 
the “gateway to the Cevennes”. 
A local Chef de Chasse said “Our small band of ten men killed 
140 right here,”  having  scoured surrounding forests and 
garrigue twice a week, on Wednesday and Saturdays. 

 
Previously the fees hunters paid to belong to the local Chasse, 
went to pay for damage caused to farms, vineyards, 
smallholdings, as well as pay Vets for treating their dogs, which 
quite frequently are badly hurt in the hunt, tossed, and ripped by 
the beasts tusks.  And they are fearsome beasts, old males 
weighing in at 100 to 150 kl.  
Hunters will tell you of the damage they cause to lawns and 
gardens, ripping up turf in search of roots, they also tell tales of 
having to fish out large beasts from swimming pools – live andf 
dead - yuck! 
I had to eventually put in an electric fence to keep them out of 
my front forty, which they had ripped to shreds, leaving holes 
you could break a leg in.  
Talk to any vineyard owner and they will tell you how the 
sangliercome at night and strip the vines, leaving the unripe 
grapes, to come back later when they they have ripened.   Their 
only protection is to put in electric fencing, which can be hugely 
expensive over large estates. There is talk of Les lieutenants de 
Louveterie, an ancient hunting order, going back centuries, 
whose responsibility when formed was to deal with animals 
considered ‘nuisible’vermin, etc, being called in to tackle the 
problem.   The sooner the better. 
There are calls for the state to extend special authorisation to 
shoot boar outside the hunting season, which runs from August 
15 to March, as well as laying cages “outside hospitals, 
amusement parks, public pathways". 
They are approaching towns more and more,  a problem which 
has been hitting Hyeres particularly.    But as one of the veteran 
hunters  pointed to the other grey-haired men who belonged to 
the Chasse. “We’re getting old and there are no young hunters to 
replace us. Then what will they do with the boar?” 
So walkers beware, liaise with your local Chasse - particularly 
walking Club organisers -  they normally hunt only Wednesdays 

and Sundays, this Sunday I heard the shots ringing out from the 
hill behind me.  Find out where they are planning ‘battues’beats 
in which area, whether they are hunting Saturdays, or other 
days.  Hunting accidents are frequent, and it is not just hunters 
that are hit, but oftimes innocent walkers with dogs.  
And also residents with large gardens, near woods,  and 
garrigue, etc. be hyper careful of where you leave your garbage, 
like raccoons in the States, they will sniff it out.  

 
Sanglier on Pampelonne Beach 

 
PIANO RECITALS – MOULIN DES 
ARTS, ENTRECASTEAUX  
GURANDA GABELAIA 6 & 7 OCTOBER  
Saturday 6 october 20h30 & Sunday 7 October 16h.  
Ancien Moulin a Huile, 17 rue de Lubac, 
Entrecasteaux. 
Programme : Mozart, Moussorgski, Chopin  
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Tickets €20 & €15  - e-mail à mrkucko@yahoo.fr 

Reserve   04 94 69 58 07 ou 06 20 31 83 92 

 

 
ART SHOWS - ARTISTES NORDIQUES  
en PROVENCE 6 & 7 OCTOBER  
One of several Nordic artists taking part in the above open atelier 
shows, which span several villages all around Entrecateaux and 
Cotignac, is Ragnar Simonsson, whose atelier at St. Antonin du 
Var invites visitors from 10h – 18h. 
Bastide de Granges, 491 les Hauts Saints, St. Antonin. 
04 94 72 90 34 - http://www.artnordique.eu/Startsida.html 
 

 
CONCERT – VARS MUSICA –  
ABBAYE DE THORONET – SATURDAY 
SALVE REGINA 6 OCTOBER – 17 H  
 Concert of baroque music by Vars Musica, the ensemble of 
Gabriel Jublin, counter tenor, Matthia Deger,tenor, Danide 
Benetti, bass, accompanied by Alandra Polin, viole de gamba and 
Ziv Braha, theorbe.   Tickets €25  
 

OPERA DIRECT FROM THE 
METROPOLITAN OPERA – NEW YORK 
SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER 
AIDA WITH ANNA NETREBKO - 18H55 
- IN PATHE CINEMAS  
 
The Travelling Book Swap Oct 17th  
Plenty of books, DVDs, CDs - coffee/tea/bics as usual - 10.00- 

12.00 - all very welcome. 
Chez Penny & Grove Balaam, 16, Chemin de La Nate, St Antonin 
83510   There is parking at the house and also at the bottom of the 
road..balloons will show the way.  
GPS co ordinates are:    N43.51513   E6.28545    (Landline:  0494-80 
35 17  OR portable 0612-31 69 10) 
contact Mim Kay for further details on mimi4opp@gmail.com 
 
 

 
OPERA DE TOULON – VERDI’S 
RIGOLETTO - Friday 5 October 20h 
Sunday 7 October 14h30 & 
Tuesday 9 October 20h  
Tickets €72 – €9.  www.operadetoulon.fr  
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CONCERT – OPERA DE TOULON – 
ENTREZ DANS LA DANSE  -  
19 OCTOBER  20h - ORCHESTRE 
SYMPHONIQUE DE L’OPERA DE 
TOULON - Music of Kodaly, Bartok. Grieg.  
 

 
OPERA DE TOULON – LORENZACCIO 
ALFRED DE MUSSET – 13 OCTOBER  
Following the succes of their spectacle, the duo of Marie-France 
Piettgalla and Juline Derouault return to Toulon with the dance 
extravaganza LORENZACCIO, Saturday 13 October, 20h.  
Performed by a troupe of young dancers, the it offers a unique 
spectacle combining dance with theatre, electro music and 3D 
spectacle. 
Musset’s work, published in 1834, is a classic of French 
romanticism, with links to George Sand and her lover.  It depicts 
the Florentine society of the 16 c, that of the Duke Alexandre de 
Medici.   The piece consists of 5 acts, and more than 30 scenes 
unrolling in various locations. 
 

 
FILMS IN VO – LORGUES CINEMA  
Friday 5 October – Leve to Trace – 20h05 

Sunday 7 october – Leave to Trace – 18h00 

Saturday 13 October – Blackkkansman – 18h00 

Sunday 14 October – Blackkkansman – 18h00 

Saturday 20 october – The Sisters B rothers – 18h00 

Sunday 21 october – The Sisters Brothers – 18h00 

Saturday 27 october – Thunder Road – 18h00 

Sunday 28 October – Thunder Road – 18h00  
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COACH TRIP TO SAN REMO – 
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER  
Apparently it’s now Autumn but with temperatures around 30 
degrees most days it’s hard to believe – although they say it’s 
due to go a bit cooler this week!?   As yet another end of month 
approaches it’s time to start thinking about the annual outing to 
San Remo which this year will be on Saturday 17th November. 
As always we have an early start ensuring plenty of time to enjoy 
browsing round the market stalls, the fabulous covered market 
with all the wonderful and very reasonably priced Italian 
specialities and not forgetting the high street shops. There is time 
for a nice lunch in one of the many restaurants before we leave 
San Remo and head home via Ventimiglia and the Eurodrink 
supermarket where we stop for approximately 45 mins so you 
can stock up with supplies - alcohol and cigarettes still being 
slightly more reasonably priced in Italy than France! 
The times of departure are as follows :  
07h20 - Les Arcs-sur-Argens 

07h30 - Le Muy Peage (no. 36)  

07h45 - Frejus Peage (no. 38)  

(return times are between 18h and 19h depending on the time we 

leave and the traffic) 
The cost of this trip is 28 € per person.  
In the first instance if you are interested in joining us for this day 
out please email me to let me know so that I can add your name 
to the passenger list.  Once there are enough people to confirm 
the trip I will be in touch to confirm your departure point and 
give payment details plus answer any questions you might have. 
CAROLYN MOULET  - RIVIERA TOURS  
Mail - riviera.tours@orange.fr  
Mobile : 06 80 08 87 47  
Quartier Le Plan -1018 Route des Arcs  
83460 TARADEAU  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On The Road again 

By TRENCHERMAN  

  I have eaten here three times before, many years ago it was a 
pizza parlour, and as I don’t often, if ever, eat pizzas, I was not a 
regular customer. My aversion to pizzas is that they often contain 
sliced peppers which can only be digested to those with the 
required number of stomachs, basically cows; and I have always 
believed that one should never eat anything bigger than ones 
head. 
  The second occasion it had changed hands and become quite “à 
la mode”, it served pacific rim combined with European and I 
tried it twice before deciding that it was not for me.  
Give me oriental anytime, but the worst thing is from cooks who 
adopt aspects of it and deliver something which falls into neither 
camp and fails in both. The ubiquitous wok has a lot to answer 
for. 
  So now it is once again under new management and could well 
succeed. 
  It is now called La Fontaine and still sits beside the main road 
(RD 558) which passes through Grimaud, just opposite the 
underground parking which is available to anyone with a car 
small enough to negotiate its’ bends and twists. 
  There is a formule for lunchtime which offers entrée et plat or 
plat et un desert for 20€, not bad. On the day last week when we 
were there the entrée was ‘Poêleé de Girolles or Moules en 
Persillade followed by Sole grillée or Foie de Veau poêlé. 
certainly worthy offerings. She who likes a nice piece of fish 
chose the Sole to be followed by a dessert, friends who were with 
us chose the Giroles followed by another Sole and the Foie de 
Veau. 
  I went off piste and chose the menu of 33€ offering a wide 
choice and including half a lobster grilled with a sauce corail. 
It was proof, if proof were needed, that greedy little boys get 
what they deserve, which in this case was a defrosted Canadian 
lobster with the tenderness of Wrigleys chewing gum and the 
flavour of a well worn trainer. 
  Those with more sense enjoyed their lunches and felt it was the 
best deal in town that day. Even though one of the diners having 
ordered Foie de Veau, a particular favourite of his, was served 
with a grilled sole and was nice enough to put up with it. 
  Desserts on the formule were Tarte Alsacienne, Crême Brulée or 
Tiramisu with pain d’Epices. All were good, all were eaten and 
clean plates left. 
The wine list was a little disappointing but adequate and my 
advice would be stick to the Val de Gilly and you will be ok. The 
road noise was not noticed because of the sound of munching, so 
all in all I may well be making it here again. 
  Should you want lobster which is seriously better, then visit La 
Capannina on the coast road from La Foux to Ste Maxime. The 
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Papardelle al Astice at 29€ is well worth the trip and the slightly 
bizarre surroundings add another dimension. 
  I am off tomorrow for the Big apple and intend to enjoy the 
world of cooking there, a side trip to New Orleans will bring 
another host of flavours and cocktails and I shall report back if I 
can remember. 
Pip, pip 
 

 
THE OPERA SCENE  

By ROBERT TURNBULL  

I was in Paris last weekend for a revival of Wagner’s Tristan et 
Isolde at Opera Bastille. First launched in 2005, it was video artist 
Bill Viola’s first venture into opera and at the time the 
Californian’s technically sophisticated and unapologetically 
‘spiritual’ work seemed perfectly appropriate; but then one had 
to wonder what, if anything, he understood about the opera. 
My impression back then was that, however beautiful, the sheer 
frequency of images saturated the music. Some radical editing 
might have improved the mise-en-scène, but it wasn’t to be. 
Viola’s most breath-taking montages, of men walking through 
fire or naked bodies submerged in water, were mixed up rather 
arbitrarily with other, rather more banal images of Wagnerian 
symbols and the like. 
Musically, however, I have never heard a Tristan of such lyrical 
beauty. These days one gets restless listening to Wagner in the 
theatre. The music can sound disconnected and awkward, or 
strangely disembodied. Conductors overpower singers who then 
struggle to project with the required legato. In Jordan’s case the 
music flowed at a perfect pace, propelled by taught inner 
rhythms.  
All credit too to Peter Sellars who, possibly out of deference to 
Viola did little beyond basic blocking with a cast dressed in black 
performing within a simple black box. Every cast member was in 

good form, the sense of an ensemble strong. Both Andreas 
Schager and Martina Serafin in the title roles sang with great 
expressivity and beauty of tone. Ekaterina Gubanova was an 
excellent Brangene and Rene Pape excelled, as he always does in 
the role of Mark.   
While in Paris the news that Stephane Lissner will be leaving the 
Paris Opera at the end of next season was causing quite a star.  
As yet, no-one has been tipped for the top job, so a commission 
of headhunters are on the case. Lissner indicated he want to stay 
on as General Manager but at 65 is too old, according to French 
law. Observers of the French musical scene suggest that the real 
reason is because Macron doesn’t like him and vice versa. 
Stewardship of what the French call La Grande Boutique was 
once considered the jewel-in-the-crown of European opera jobs. 
Among Lissner’s predecessors are Rolf Liebermann, Gerard 
Mortier, Hugues Gall and Nicolas Joel, all titans of the European 
opera industry who mostly retired on leaving the position.  
These men saw themselves as diplomats of high culture. They 
successfully lobbied for generous public subsidies and insisted 
on equally lavish expenses. At the annual get-togethers of 
General Managers from across Europe they led the push to 
establish a kind of OPEC-like cartel for regulating business 
practices on anything from co-productions to caps on singers’ 
fees.  
Even if, today, running the Opera requires more compromise 
and belt-tightening, the ambitious Lissner was bound to follow 
in their footsteps. Having lorded over the Théatre du Chatelet, 
the Bouffes du Nord and Madeleine, the festivals of Vienna and 
Aix-en-Provence, not to mention La Scala, it was only a matter of 
time before a call came from the Elysée Palace.  
Has he made a success of it?  
Yes, as the consensus would have it, but with reservations. For 
all his apparent aloofness, Lissner has been a shrewd and tough 
taskmaster, achieving a practically strike-free tenure at the Opera 
while balancing a complex budget already emasculated by cuts 
in subsidy. Moreover he was able to assemble singers, 
conductors and stage directors in ways that were fashionably 
controversial yet didn’t frighten the horses. 
And he managed all this while knowing surprisingly little about 
opera! Agreeing to answer an aural test by the Italian newspaper 
Corriera della Serra, Lissner failed to recognize four out of five 
extracts of opera. They included the most famous female voice of 
all time, that of Maria Callas, singing Un Bel Di from Madame 
Butterfly, an opera he himself had programmed that season.  
A possible explanation might be that as a ‘man of the theatre’, 
Lissner has been mostly preoccupied in engaging stage directors 
to invigorate tired warhorses. He has given opportunities to 
‘radicals’ like Krystoff Warlikowski (Don Carlos), Ivo van Hove 
(Don Giovanni) and Romeo Castalucci (Moses und Aaron), while 
reheating the best repertory pieces, some of them – like Robert 
Wilson’s Pélleas et Melisande  - going back decades.  
There have been a few scandals. Claus Guth’s staging of La 
Bohème was set on a Starship Enterprise that really wasn’t going 
anywhere, while at the unveiling of Moses and Aaron it was 
revealed by the satirical newspaper Le Canard Enchaine that the 
real life cow ‘playing’ the Golden Calf cost the company 5000 
euro a night, more than the cache of many of the principals. 
It hardly mattered. General Managers of opera houses these days 
can ride out these storms provide they bring in some income, 
which Lissner has been doing spectacularly by renting out the 
Salle Garnier for special functions and private parties. 
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More cunningly,  Lissner created ‘’le troisieme scene”, a virtual 
stage of a wide assortment of on-line videos of operas and   
ballets for which every click augmented the Opera’s vital 
attendance statistics not to mention Lissner’s personal kudos. 
More bums on seats? Yes, but in fitness salons or on 747s rather 
than in the allowed Salles Bastille or Garnier. 
On the musical side, he built on long experience with top singers, 
as arch canary-fancier Joel had done before him. He was 
especially lucky to have inherited (again, from Joel) one of 
Europe’s finest conductors as Music Director, the exacting but 
popular Swiss German Philippe Jordan. 
 

 

PICASSO AND THE SPANISH 
MASTERS - FLOWER POWER - POP 
CULTURE - Carrières de Lumières – 
Les Baux de Provence  
From March 2018 to 6 January 2019 
The Carrières de Lumières in Les Baux-de-Provence opened its 
new digital and immersive exhibition:   (‘Picasso and the Spanish 
masters’) March 2018 and it runs toto 6 January 2019   Digitised 
masterpieces by Picasso, Goya, and Sorolla create a dialogue to 
the sound of music on the immense limestone surfaces of the 
Carrières. A veritable invitation to go on a journey of discovery, 
this original multimedia show retraces a century of Spanish 
painting, providing visitors with an intense artistic experience.  
 The immersive exhibition, which focuses on Spain, brings 
together works by the great masters of modern Spanish painting. 
The first part of the show highlights portraits and scenes of 
daily life painted by Goya, Rusiñol, Zuloaga, and Sorolla. The 
second part focuses on Picasso, who was unquestionably one of 
the most influential great masters in twentieth-century art, and 
provides viewers with a panorama of his incredibly rich and 
creative oeuvre.From the royal court to Goya’s rustic scenes, 
Rusiñol’s enchanting gardens, Zuloaga’s portraits, and Sorolla’s 
luminous beach scenes, visitors are invited to go on a journey of 
discovery and then immerse themselves in the rich and 

captivating pictorial world of Picasso and his masterpiece. The 
distinctive forms of the Demoiselles d’Avignon (1907), the 
soothing pink and blue of The Pipes of Pan (1923), the menacing 
potency of Guernica (1937), and the Mediterranean shores of The 
Joy of Life (1946) take the viewers into the heart of the artist’s 
creative genius. 

Designed as a journey of discovery of Iberian art in the twentieth 
century, the digital and immersive exhibition ‘Picasso and the 
Spanish masters’ presents thousands of moving images of 
digitised works, which are brought to life via the cutting edge 
AMIEX® technical equipment. Hence, the white limestone walls 
are transformed into masterpieces lit up by around a hundred 
projectors. The visitors are invited to stroll around freely in the 
monumental spaces of the Carrières in order to discover in their 
own time the dynamic projections around them. A vibrant 
selection of music, ranging from Albeniz to jazz,  help enrich the 
emotional experience of the visitor. 

"FLOWER POWER - POP CULTURE"  
BETWEEN 2 PROJECTIONS OF PICASSO AND THE 
SPANISH MASTERS  
Between two projections of Picasso and the spanish masters, a 
short program is dedicated to the quintessence of the Flower 
Power movement. The Carrières de Lumières are transformed 
into an imaginary city, around which the viewers are invited to 
stroll and lose themselves as they follow in the footsteps of the 
idealistic generation at the end of the 1960s, which changed the 
world. 

 
These exhibitions are incredibly exciting, innovative, 
and as they say, utterly immersive experiences of the art 
works.   As the weather gets warmer it is a good time to 
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visit les Carrieres, limestone caves, which can be 
exceedingly cool.   Take a cardigan to enjoy to the most.  

Created by Gianfranco Iannuzzi - Renato 
Gatto - Massimiliano Siccardi - with the 
musical collaboration of Luca Longobardi 
Produced by Culturespaces   
 

 
ART EXHIBITION - HOTEL CAUMONT –  
AIX EN PROVENCE - CHAGALL  
“From Black & White to Colour” 
1 NOVEMBER -24 March 2019 
Marc Chagall was celebrated as a master of colour by the artists 
and critics of his day. This new exhibition is devoted to the last 
part of the artist’s career, highlights his change of style and 
reveals each stage in the artist’s creative process, from 1948 until 
his death in 1985. 

 
More than 100 works (paintings, sculptures, drawings, 
engravings, washes, gouaches, and collages) reflect Chagall’s 

artistic exploration of black and white and his subsequent 
mastery of particularly luminous, intense, and profound tints. 

 
A RENEWED AND UNIQUE APPROACH TO 
WORKING WITH COLOUR 
In Chagall’s work, the dialogue between black and white and 
colour began in the 1920s, when he discovered the techniques of 
engraving in Berlin. In the 1920s and 1930s, Ambroise Vollard 
commissioned him to illustrate Fables de La Fontaine and the 
Bible. The artist captured the range of colours in the landscapes 
of the Auvergne and Palestine, and then mastered the density 
and various shades of black. 
 

 
And of course one can make a visit to this Museum a complete 
day’s outing, housing as it does a very sophisticated collection of 
18th c artefacts, pictures, furniture, tapestries, everything that 
complimented life in that era, plus there is a charming courtyard, 
gardens, and café cum restaurant serving appetising snacks 
lunches an immersive experience, total culture.  
http://www.caumont-centredart.com/en 
located just a few steps from the Cours Mirabeau 

Ouvert de 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

3 rue Joseph Cabassol   13100 Aix-en-Provence 

 
Annonciade Museum – St. Tropez  
The Annonciade Museum in St. Tropez is one of the treasures of 
the Riviera, housing as it does a superb collection of post 
impressionist works by the principally Fauvist (savage) artists of 
the day.   It is my favourtie Museum, which I can visit with 
pleasure time and time again.   It has not staged any new 
exhibitions for a while, one suspects due to budgetary concerns, 
not only is it expensive to mount such shows, but the insurance 
is prohibitive - but its collection is such that every visit yields 
more pleasure.  Right now is has on show pictures celebrating 
lighthouses, an exchange with the Musees of Dunkirk. This is on 
until 14 November this year. 
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Musée Bonnard – Le Cannet 

 
Another lovely Museum to visit not too far away is the Bonnard 
Museum in Le Cannet, just up from Cannes, houseing as it does a 
fine collection of Bonnard works.  
Pierre Bonnard lived in le Cannet from 1922 to 1947, eventually 
acquiring the villa Le Bosquet, up on the heights of the town.    
He loved and painted the light of the Midi, which formed his 
inspiration, and produced over 300 paintings of the region. 

16 boulevard Sadi Carnot  , 06110 LE CANNET,  +33 
(0)4.93.94.06.06  http://www.museebonnard.fr/  
A small museum, delightful, spread over three floors, a pleasure 
to visit, but a good idea to check out the parkings in the area 
beforehand.  
 

Empty Seas: Two 
BY MORT ROSENBLUM  
PARIS - When it comes to fish, you can't keep a good plunderer 
down. Take the 50,000-ton Lafayette, a floating factory four times 
the size of the biggest super trawler, able to process a half-million 
tons a year as it prowled off South America, northern Europe 
and Africa. 

Pacific Andes, a global ocean-emptying empire based in Hong 
Kong, spent $100 million to refit the old oil tanker in China and 
launched it under a Russian flag in 2008. It was banned on 
southern Pacific high seas for cheating on quotas a few years 
later, so the company bought its way into Peru and kept it within 
territorial limits.   
In Peru, it was renamed the Damanzaihao and reregistered in 
Mongolia, which is not picky about enforcing regulations. It 
switched to Belize, which later withdrew its flag. After legal 
battles in Peru, among travails elsewhere, Pacific Andes went 
belly up last year. Its former flagship was sold for a dime on the 
dollar to Russian owners seeking other waters to plunder. 
The Lafayette-Damanzaihao saga reflects how the big players 
operate. A small-scale vignette shows the other extreme. Paris 
markets offer vanishing wild Atlantic salmon from the Basque 
country at up to $60 a pound. Fishermen net them as they swim 
back inland to spawn. 
As fisheries collapse, industrial fleets and small-fry artisans alike 
work all the harder while there is something left to catch. Rather 
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than enforce strict limits, governments help them with subsidies 
and legal loopholes.    
Back in 1998, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organizations said 
global fleets “are 2.5 times larger than needed.” Today, with far 
more demand, shipyards are booming. China and Russia alone 
each spend billions on high-tech vessels to mercilessly pursue 
dwindling stocks. 
A fresh report from the University of British Columbia and the 
University of Western Australia says commercial fleets operating 
since the 1950s now overfish 90 percent of the ocean (there is 
only one). And their catches are dropping dramatically. 
Such groups as Oceana and Pew Charitable Trusts lobby 
governments and sound alarms with public education. 
Greenpeace and Sea Shepherd hound outlaw fleets. But given the 
scale of plunder, even these substantial efforts amount to a drop 
in the ocean. 
Conservationists often work at cross purposes with conflicting 
ideas about how to meet complex challenges. And the industry 
exploits public confusion, which allows them to keep on fishing 
until their nets and long lines can't haul up enough to turn a 
profit. 
The rise and fall of Pacific Andes International Holdings shows 
what fish are up against. 
At its peak, PacAndes traded on the Hong Kong stock exchange 
and reported more than 100 subsidiaries under various branches 
with an impenetrable network of many more affiliates. In 2011, 
when I began investigating, its Singapore-based China Fishery 
Group reported a 27.2 percent profit, up to $685.5 million, 55 
percent of total income. That included the Lafayette's looting and 
operations in the Peru. 
PacAndes was registered to holding companies in Bermuda and 
the Cayman Islands. One major investor was the U.S.-based 
Carlyle Group, which held $150 million in shares before it 
divested. But it was a family business controlled by its director, 
Ng Joo Siang. 
Ng was so elusive, shielded by public-relations flacks, that I 
began to think of him as the James Bond nemesis, Dr. No. In 
2011, a source gave me his Chinese cellphone number, and I 
called him from the lobby of his Hong Kong aerie. He agreed to 
let me come up. 
At 52, sleek in a bespoke suit, Ng turned out to be a jovial 
Louisiana State University graduate hooked on golf. His 
Malaysian Chinese father moved the family to Hong Kong and 
started a seafood business in 1986. When the board met, his 
father's portrait gazed down at his widow, who was 
chairwoman, his three sons and a daughter. 
“My father told me the oceans were limitless,” he said, “but that 
was a false signal. We don't want to damage the resources, to be 
blamed for damage. I don't think our shareholders would like it. 
I don't think our children would like it very much.” 
But he snorted when I noted that the South Pacific Regional 
Fisheries Management Organization (SPRFMO) set a limit that 
year of 520,000 tons to keep jack mackerel from collapsing. The 
Lafayette alone could process that many if its feeder vessels 
managed to catch them all. 
“Based on what, on this?” Ng replied, thrusting a moistened 
finger into the air as if checking the wind. “There is no science,” 
he said. “The (organization) has no science. How much money 
has Vanuatu or Chile or whoever put in to understand about 
fisheries?” 

In fact, Chile spent $10.5 million in 2011 on its Instituto de 
Fomento Pesquero, which recommended quotas based on hard 
science. In the intrigues of fish politics, Ng sided with Peru, 
where the government routinely ignored the advice of its own 
experts. PacAndes operated 32 vessels in Peru at the time, and 
later bought a major Peruvian company. 
The bony, bronze little jack mackerel is barely known and loved 
mostly in Africa, where is cheap protein. Mostly, it is reduced to 
fishmeal to feed more popular farmed species or pigs and 
chickens. But it is what's known as a pelagic forage fish, crucial 
to the marine food web. 
PacAndes pushed beyond every limit it could. The Lafayette 
operated with a half-dozen catcher trawlers that fed its huge 
processing plants. As fishing grounds collapsed, even subsidized 
fuel and official complacency couldn't fill its holds. And it is only 
one example among many commercial fleets. 
In New Zealand, back then, I talked with Martini Gotje, a Dutch 
expatriate who crewed aboard the Greenpeace Rainbow Warrior 
when French agents sank it in Auckland harbor in 1985. Gotje 
tracked vessels with a bank of computers attuned to satellites. He 
faulted overcapacity -- legal and yet devastating. 
The first priority, he said, should be saving fish, not the fishing 
industry. “The Lafayette raised the game to an incredible level, 
and Holland is very much involved,” he told me. “There are way 
too many boats, just simply way too many boats.” 
Today, seven years later, there are simply way, way, way too 
many boats across the world, and there are 700 million more 
mouths to feed. 
The case of jack mackerel shows how greed thwarts good 
intentions and common sense. Over two decades since the late 
1980s, stocks plummeted from an estimated 30 million tons to 
less three million, mostly because of Chilean fleets. Chile saw the 
light and worked with other fishing states to set up SPRFMO. 
That, ironically, hastened the stock's demise. 
As Gotje noted, the Netherlands-based Pelagic Freezer-Trawler 
Association, PFA, representing 25 mostly Dutch vessels flagged 
in the European Union, was also a major predator. Gerard van 
Balsfoort, the PFA president, told me why. 
“It was one of the few areas where still you could get free entry,” 
van Balsfoort said. “ 
For many years Mort Rosenblum was a war reporter for AFP, 

wherever it was happening – Nigeria, Afghanistan and 

elsewhere..   Later he was Editor of the International Herald 

Tribune newspaper.  

If you want to follow, read more of Mort’s articles go to:  

www.mortreport.org 

www.mortrosenblum.net 

FISH WARS 
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The recent scallop wars (now developing into a crab war) between 

British and French fishermen opened up a potential new 

battleground recently after boats from France caught 44 bluefin tuna 

off the Channel Islands. 

The catch was later sold in France for more than €20,000. French 

fishermen are allowed to catch tuna in British waters, while British 

fishermen are banned. French fishermen caught more bluefin in one 

day than the market sells in a year 

 

 
STATE OF THE UNION  
Delivering a rambling, often disjointed and disorganized recent 
State of the Union speech, European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker at times gripped the lectern in the Parliament 
hemicycle in Strasbourg as if he was holding on for dear life. 
Juncker tripped up in all three languages , as he veered 
chaotically from claiming credit for past successes, like managing 
the Greek debt crisis !, to pledging new action on continuing 
challenges, like migration (no solutions, just more frontier 
police).  And of course peace in Europe (that old chestnut – how 
about Bosnia, Kosovo and the Ukraine?)! 

It was 
neither a legacy speech, nor a forward-looking battle plan, but 
rather an odd, mushy stew, in which arguably the most concrete 
policy proposal was a plan to end the semiannual changing of 
clocks. 
He also championed the Euro as a global reserve currency! 

The euro reserve currency – dream on  
The euro? “”For real? A currency that has been declining 
steadily in its share of global reserves? There is more chance of 
the Iraqi dinar taking over the world. In truth, by re-heating that 
tired rhetoric all the EU’s leaders are doing is demonstrating how 
far from reality they keep travelling with every year that passes. 

A report this summer from the European Central Bank (ECB), 
hardly a biased source, admitted that, far from growing in 
importance, the euro is actually shrinking. 
But the euro? Forget it. All Juncker was doing was demonstrating 
that he lives in a rhetorical bubble - and is getting more detached 
from reality all the time.”” 
At the end of his stumbling speech – at least he did not have to 
be manhandled onto and off the podium!  As he was ast the Nto 
meeting - “Juncker just finished speaking to mild applause. It 
was the sort of applause where you can hear the individual claps, 
rather than a deafening wave. 
“Then all of a sudden a louder, deafening set of applause came 
through the broadcast audio, without the people in the room 
seeming to do anything different.”  Correspondents looked 
round to find the souce of the  “”canned applause””! 
Comment on the EU: 

“”Hey, this isn’t working very well. The member states to the 
east are refusing to co-operate on migration, the Mediterranean 
countries are being forced into an economic backwater as well as 
being furious about migration, and populist movements are 

running amok even in the founder nations.”” 

Meantime  
There was only passing mention of the Migration crisis which 

grips the EU, or of Youth unemployment, another constant, 

read on.  

As Yannis Varoufavkis has said, not just once – “”For all their 
concerns with rules, treaties, processes, competitiveness, freedom 
of movement, terrorism etc, only one prospect truly terrifies the 
EU’s deep establishment: DEMOCRACY!”. 
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BREXIT NEWS  
The incredible rudeness, and total discourtesy displayed by EU 
officials, Tusk, Juncker et al, swifty followed by offensive 
statements from the French PM ‘’Jupiter’’ Macron -whose 
popularity with his own electorate is at an all time low -  could 
not have been better calculated to have stiffened British resolve. 
And Macron continues in his bullying tactics.  If anything would 
drive the UK towards a NO Deal Brexit exit,  the Salzburg 
Summit was it! ’’  If anything Salzburg resolved a lot of British 
observers in their bullldog instincts not to be bullied, to be 
independent, whatever it takes.   
Perhaps  many Brits still remember insults of long ago, of a 
French king, a Louis, sending tennis balls to Henry V, and we all 
know how that ended, a smaller force of English Yeoman, 
Freemen not serfs! -  and expert longbowmen, defeated a much 
larger French force at Azincourt.  

As one correspondent wrote:  
“”I didn’t vote for Brexit. I thought – and still think – that it’s a 
strategic mistake that makes it harder to defend British interests. 
And God only knows our Government has hardly made the best 
of it. 
Still, I can’t be the only Remainer tempted to bang the table and 
give two fingers to the short-sighted cabal who sent Theresa May 
packing from Salzburg this week. I can’t be the only one to think 
it pretty fair that Mrs May asked for a minimum level of respect 
on Friday, nor am I alone in finding it outrageous that the EU 
requires the UK to carve itself into pieces to avoid the risk of 
violence in Northern Ireland and to allow planes of our 
holidaymakers to continue to land on European airstrips after 
March next year. 
Ramming the message home for his own voters, French 
president Emmanuel Macron has crowed that leaving the EU is 
difficult. Yes – that I knew. I never believed the false promises 
that it would be easy. But what I hadn’t realised is that, 

according to Brussels, leaving legally, intact and in an orderly 

manner is actually impossible. That, after all, is the EU’s 

position: Britain might have voted democratically to leave, but 

it can’t actually do so unless it’s prepared to forego a chunk of 

its territory. This is aggression worthy of a hostile enemy state. 
We are now locked in a tit-for-tat of misunderstandings and 
finger wagging. In the face of many doubters, this column among 
them, Number 10 always claimed to be confident that the 
Chequers proposal would secure some kind of breakthrough on 
the continent, or at least soften the mood music. 

Clearly, someone in Whitehall messed up. Instead, our Brexit 
secretary has been reduced to whining that the president of the 
European Council’s Instagram post making a joke about cake 
was “unstatesmanlike”. Take that, Donald Tusk! 
In a way, none of this should be a surprise. Since December, I 
must have written it ten times over: the EU will force us to 
choose between Northern Ireland, a Brexit in name only (with 
free movement) and no deal. During the euro crisis, vengeful 
German MPs declared that Greece ought to be forced to sell off 
some islands or the Acropolis to stay in the euro. But any 
politician who understands nationhood should know that laying 
claim to another country’s land is a sure way to raise blood 
pressures. 
On the EU side, hardliners argue simultaneously that they aren’t 
motivated by the need to make an example of the UK, and yet 
must make sure we suffer to ensure the project’s survival. 
When German officials call the European Central Bank to ask 

what the effect would be on euro markets, I hope they are 

getting better advice than: “It’ll hurt them more than us.” 

The EU, meanwhile, would discover whether it is a voluntary 

association of democracies or a gang of states who boycott any 

nation that decides to leave. That is the implicit threat of its 

negotiating position. Either surrender land, or we cut off 

planes, food, medicines, electricity and so on. In the good old 

days, such a threat would be considered an act of war. How 

lucky it is, then, that the EU is a peace project.”” 

 
“”When the French president, without contradiction from his EU 
partners, describes major political figures of a friendly country as 
“liars”, the normal expectations of diplomacy have been 
abandoned. They may have been crass and amateurish – 
revealing of his political inexperience – but Emmanuel Macron’s 
insults were certainly deliberate and calculated for effect. 
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Misjudging the British, as the French have a tendency to do, he 
got more than he bargained for.”” 
“”Needless to say, Mr Macron’s appeal to revealed truth was 
brought into play for his own very practical ends. His popularity 
at home has crashed and he is now not just eager, but desperate, 
to become the spiritual leader of the EU as Angela Merkel’s 
dominance recedes. So the French are doing politics too – as is 
everybody else because each of these leaders must explain 
himself at home.”” 

 
JUPITER MACRON  
“”Yet it is worthwhile to ask why Macron, who is not stupid, is 
suddenly so zealous. Indeed rabid. Dispatching thunderbolts, he 
calls those who advocated Brexit liars. Oddly, none of his recent 
pronouncements on Brexit even briefly consider that France’s 
own economic interests demand a nuanced and cooperative 
Franco-British relationship, rather than a confrontational one. 
Whether it is Électricité de France, up to its neck in the British 
power industry, including Hinkley Point B, or SNCF with its 
control of Eurostar, or PSA Peugeot Citroen, with its UK 
assembly lines, and a brilliant English woman at the head of the 
Citroën division, or Airbus, which depends on the UK for its 
wings and many engines. This is only the start of a very long list. 
The British have much to offer France in inward investment and 
defence cooperation, not least in the Sahel. Why this 
petty connerie, then, from Macron? Curiously, given that the 
French export more to the UK than the UK to France, and there 
has been a vast exchange of population, to mutual benefit, all 
these deep and constructive relationships seem less important to 
Macron than protecting the ideological purity of the EU by 
flagellation of those seeking an exit from this nirvana. Or maybe 
there is more to it.”” 
“”It is that Jupiter is Existentially Frit that Brexit will be a roaring 
success. Perhaps he has read Le Brexit va réussir (Brexit is Going 
to Succeed) by the brilliant Marc Roche, London correspondent 
for Le Monde for 25 years, who believes the perfidious Brexiteers 
will have the last and loudest laugh 
“”Perhaps Downing Street needs to review the Hinkley Point 2 
nuclear deal that has stopped EdF sliding into insolvency. That 
would threaten the French state, which owns most of it, with a 
tidy financial crisis of its own. Is that what Macron wants? 
Perhaps our transport minister might let slip that Air France and 
KLM might have difficulties transiting UK airspace after Brexit 
Day. Look at the flight radar apps to see what that means for 
their services to America.”” 
“”So  much for the European Commission, instead of working 
for a solution beneficial to all concerned, did the opposite, 

engaging in ridicule, character assassination and mendacity. 
Supported, it has to be noted, by many British people. 
Everything is now unpredictable except to note that once more, 

the European Union, meant to bring nations together, has 

succeeded only in driving them apart.”” 

 

 
IMMIGRATION 
Immigration, The topic that J.C. Juncker so carefully avoided, 
only plendging more Frontier police, despite the fact that it is the 
hot potatoe, the elephant in the room for all EU states, leading to 
so much denigrated ‘’populist’’ uprisings.  
The EU has debated the topic, held summit after summit, 
Bratislavia, where they all floated up and down the Danube, to 
not effect at all, later Valetta, where all the delegates, were 
delicately impolite, ignoring PM T. May, as representative of Bad 
Bad Boy Britain, and so on.  They have tried to ‘’outsource’’ 
processing camps to North Africa, with very little success.  There 
was a plan for processing asylum seekers on the German border, 
which turned out to be 3 police stations on the border, capable of 
processing only 5 cases a day ! 
Italy has very right to complain about having to cope with 
thousands of in the main economic migrants.   Now Spain too 
will join the chorus, as more and more arrive on their shores. 
Above a photo of a boatload sprinting up the beach, to the 
amazement of holiday makers, not far from Cadiz, all before the 
Spanish police could arrive.   One the latest incidents, a boatload 
arrived, sprinted up the beach and into a waiting Minivan.  
Presumably their boat had SatNav! 
And the EU tries to persuade African nations to take back their 
citizens,  
At a summit in Malta at the end of 2015 (2015!!) the continent’s 
leaders set up the €3.2 billion (£2.87 billion) Emergency Trust 
Fund for Africa, a cash pot intended to discourage migrants from 
heading to Libya in the first place. 
The fight over the Dublin Regulation – which says that migrants 
must stay in the first country they arrive in in Europe – remains 
perilously unresolved as “frontier” states such as Italy and 
Greece, and now very possibly  Spain, demand that Europe does 
more to compensate for the accident of their geography.  Afer all 
how many migrants ‘’parachute’’ into the EU? 
The EU has rapidly increased the development funds it provides 
to Niger in recent years. The country is set to receive around 1 
billion euros between 2017 and 2020. The largest share of that 
money will go directly into the government's coffers. Niger ranks 

112 out of 180 on Transparency International's Corruption 

Index. Off the record, EU officials speak of the "shopping lists" 

Niger's 44 government ministers demand in return for ongoing 

cooperation, lists that include cars, planes and helicopters. 

Meanwhile, the World Food Program, which cares for just under 
a tenth of Niger's malnourished population, has so far received 
only 35 percent of the funds it needs for 2018. 
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The EU is only selling Niger as a "success story" because the flow 
of migrants has officially declined by 80 percent. But the 
smugglers have just shifted to significantly more dangerous 
alternative routes through the Sahara. "The desert kills as many 
people as the sea," people in Agadez are now saying. 
 

 
UK’s CABINET  

 

EXTRA BREXIT – ZUT ALORS  
“”Remainers often try to claim that the 17.4 million 
people who voted Brexit didn’t know what they were 
voting for.”” I.E.  17.4 million UK voters are all stupid!  
The voter turnout for the Referendum was an 
incredible 72.2%. 72.2% trudged to the vote 
determined to have their say! 
Just to comapre only 43.9% of eligible voters voted in 
the European 2014 elections, a figure which has 
lowered progressively! 
However A Hurrah for a brave Belgian who 
dares cry Leave ! 
“”Share Mon dieu! It is being hailed as possibly the most 
sensational conversion since Emperor Constantine embraced 
Christianity. Marc Roche, the Belgian-born former City of 

London correspondent for the arch Euro-federalist French daily 

Le Monde, and an eminent standard-bearer of the Europhile 
cultural establishment, has just published a book entitled Le 
Brexit va Réussir (Brexit will Succeed).  He says that once Britain 
leaves the EU, it has the wherewithal not just to survive but to 
prosper. Cue utter stupefaction in France where it is an article of 
faith that there can be no life outside the EU, and where wanting 
to leave it is viewed as proof of mental derangement (no 
similarity with Britain’s Remainers, obviously).Roche himself 
used to share that general view. So what made him change his 
mind? He did something considered unthinkable in such refined 
circles. He went and spoke to people outside the metropolitan 
London bubble.What he discovered was a different world which 
rapidly exposed the shallowness of his previous assumptions. 
Far from the Brexit vote being fuelled by white racists, he 
discovered that a “significant number” of people from ethnic 
minorities had backed Leave.  Instead of the universities being 

cut off from international scholarship, they were constructing a 
new global future for themselves. As for the City of London, he 
concluded, Brexit would liberate it to multiply its traditional 
assets: its time zone, the English language, the common law and 
its know-how in financial engineering.It comes to something 
when a Belgian-born French journalist grasps realities about 
Britain that so many Brits themselves cannot perceive.The irony 
is that such people – the self regarding liberal metropolitan elite - 
who pride themselves on being open to ideas, are in fact 
stupendously narrow.  
Over the past couple of years, many a fashionable London dinner 
party has been ruined by the discovery of a Brexiteer among the 
guests who is regarded with as much horror as a mouse-
dropping in the guacamole.  By contrast, those outside the 
bubble who are reviled as insular and closed-minded are 
exposed all the time to the metropolitan worldview, which 
assails them through every part of the culture. So their 
conclusions, formed under continuous fire, have rather firmer 
foundations.  They really can’t conceive of anything outside it 
that’s worthwhile, including the western nation and its values of 
citizenship, cultural identity and the rule of sovereign law. That’s 
why the fight over both Brexit and Trump is so visceral. And 

that’s why Roche is becoming a British citizen.”” 

 

ITALY – YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT  
So far this year 20,000 migrants and refugees have been rescued 
and brought to Italy, while 1,260 people have died on the 
crossing. 
In Italy, Greece and Spain youth unemployment was above or 
close to 40 per cent in 2017, according to the World Bank. This 
compares to some of the so-called A8 accession states, those who 
joined in 2004 in the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, which had rates of close to 14 per cent. 
The number of Italians at risk of poverty has risen by three 
million since 2008, just shy of the number of Polish people who 
went in the opposite direction. 

 
SALVINI  
Just recently Italian Interior Manister, Salvini, hit out at critics.He 
said he was totally opposed to the view, espoused by some 
European leaders, that with ageing populations, EU nations need 
to accept more migrants. 
“I’ve heard colleagues say that we need immigration because the 
population of Europe is getting older, but I have a completely 
different viewpoint,” said Mr Salvini, who heads the anti-
immigration League party. 
“I believe that I’m in government in order to see that our young 
people have the number of children that they used to a few years 
ago and not to transplant the best of Africa’s youth to Europe. 
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“Maybe in Luxembourg they need to do this, but in Italy we 
need to help people have more children, rather than bring in 
modern-day slaves (from Africa) to replace the children we're not 
having." 
The remark provoked the irritation of Jean Asselborn, 
Luxembourg’s foreign minister, who was sitting close by and 
started mumbling “Blah, blah, blah.” 
Mr Salvini asked the minister if he could be allowed to finish his 
address, but Mr Asselborn, who is also Luxembourg’s minister 
for immigration and asylum, lost his patience and interjected in 
French. 
“In Luxembourg, sir, we have welcomed thousands of Italians 

who came to work in our country, as migrants, so that you in 

Italy had money for your children.” 

He finished with the words “Merde, alors”. 
His remark could not have been more arrogant, and ill informed, 
and ill chosen. 
Italians, are a family based culture.  They deplore the fact that 
their children have to leave Italy, they weep to see them leave to 
find employment, parents, grandparents, want to see their young 
grow up in their country. 
The share of people aged 80 years or more is forecast to double 
by 2080 to reach 13 per cent of the whole population. With a 
shrinking workforce to generate tax, the EU must find innovative 
solutions to get young people into high-value jobs. Otherwise the 
future is clear: economic stagnation of the kind now faced by 
Japan. 
Some efforts have already been made, including the European 

Commission’s Youth Guarantee Scheme. These are meant to 

ensure that in all member states young people under the age of 

25 years receive a good quality offer of employment, continued 

education, apprenticeship, or training within four months of 

becoming unemployed or leaving formal education. 

However, according to its 2018 report, 75 per cent of young 

people in the Italian YGS programme had not received any 

such job or training offer for more than four months. 

Only 40 per cent of those that left Greece’s scheme in 2016 -

  its third year of operation - were known to be in a positive 

situation six months after leaving. And the scheme only 

covered 40 per cent of those young people not in work or 

training. Spain’s 2018 scheme report warned of poor quality 

opportunities being generated. 

 “Data show that, only in 2017, twenty-five thousand 
graduate Italian students moved abroad, mainly to the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Switzerland and France. A partly 
related figure reveals that Italy is also the second oldest 
country in the world after Japan, as in the peninsula there are 
168,7 elderly people for every 100 young people. To complete 
the picture, Italy’s birth rate decreased by 2 percent over the 
past year, reaching an all-time low. 
“”Youth emigration as a consequence results in the Italian 
government losing its investments in education and a 
considerable amount of young labor force.[24] In the majority of 
the cases, the young unemployed emigrate in either other 
countries of the EU (mainly the United Kingdom and Germany) 
or in the United States and Australia. In 2016, more than 39% of 
Italian emigrants were of age between 18 and 34. Additionally, 
the percentage of young Italian emigrants is increasing every 
year at a steady rate.  

Hopes dry up for employment, just recently a small packaging 
company in Atessa on the eastern side of the Italy,   was 
relocated to Slovakia to access cheaper labour. 
It is far from an isolated case. Whirlpool, the white-goods 
maker, also announced earlier this year it would move 
production from Turin to Slovakia as it chased greater 
efficiencies, leaving 500 out of work. 
Millions of Italians, particularly from the south, emigrated 
between 1870 and 1920 and then again after the second world 
war until the early 1970s.  
Today, a lacklustre economy and high unemployment 

has led to more than a million young people fleeing to 

other European countries in search of work and better 

prospects within the last five years. 

BOSNIA  
So many people are leaving the country - one study suggested 
that by 2015, 43.3 per cent of the Bosnian-born population lived 
abroad - that locals joke that by the time they join the EU, the 
place will be a national park. 
There are many reasons for the near tangible sense of frustration 
and hopelessness consuming many Bosnians. Among them are a 
55.4 per cent youth unemployment rate, the third highest in the 

world and GDP growing at a sluggish three per cent per year, 

according to the World Bank. 

Lithuania has lost 5% of its population in the last few years, like 
other eastern countries, the brightest and the best,the educated, 
the ones who can have babies to rebuild the country, Poland has 
lost an entire generation and so it goes. 

The future of the EU rests with its young people, 

who will be relied upon to keep the economy 

moving as the Continent ages. But they can only do 

this if they have the skills necessary to maintain a 

competitive edge. 
 

 
DIESELGATE UPDATE  
Chancellor Angela Merkel heaped pressure on auto giants to 

pick up the full bill for refits of older polluting diesel vehicles, 

as key negotiations started Friday on the potentially politically 

explosive issue.  Perhaps Merkel was reaching out for political 

salvation, as her standing reaches an all time low, and critics 

see her sliding down the politcal drain hole, wondering 

howlong she can last.  

Diesels are under general suspicion after Volkswagen admitted 
in 2015 to installing cheating devices in 11 million vehicles 
worldwide that allowed them secretly to spew far more nitrogen 
oxide (NOx) than legally allowed. 
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 With several German cities now threatening bans on dirty 
diesels -- Paris has announced a total ban from 2024 -- Merkel's 
government and carmakers have been seeking a plan to stave off 
restrictions that could hurt the vital industry. But both sides have 
so far been unable to agree on how to meet the population's 
health and environmental concerns while pacifying drivers 
whose vehicles could plummet in value. 
 "The fastest and best way for the environment is to replace the 
old fleet with a new one, but to complement that, there will be 
possibilities for some to obtain a refit -- and in this case, we 
believe that the customer should not have to pay anything," 
Merkel told a forum organised by the Augsburger Allgemeine 
Zeitung late Thursday. 
 Rather, companies should foot "100 percent" of the refit bill. 
 Carmakers have, however, so far been reluctant to stump up, in 
sharp contrast with Volkswagen paying for fixes and buybacks in 
the United States. In 2016 the carmaker reached a $14.7 billion 
settlement in a class action suit under which it offered 
compensation to nearly half a million affected diesel owners, 
who were also eligible for buybacks or free modifications to fix 
the vehicles' emissions. 
 According to the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, the carmakers 
are only planning to extend a partially funded refit for vehicles 
under the so-called Euro-5 standard, which covers cars registered 
from September 1, 2009. 
Industry giants such as Volkswagen, BMW and Daimler have 
responded to "dieselgate" by offering software upgrades and 
trade-ins for newer and cleaner models, but they have so far 
resisted costly hardware fixes. 
 Dieselgate has so far cost Volkswagen 27 billion euros ($31 
billion) in compensation, buy-backs, fines and legal costs and the 
group remains entangled in legal woes at home and abroad. 
Nevertheless, it booked 11.4 billion euros in profit for 2017. 
 

 
COLLAZO ALREADY ON BORROWED 
TIME? 
By SIMON EVELEIGH  
The opening month or so of the new season has been a tale of 
woe for Toulon supporters, punctuated with occasional moments 
of relief. 
An opening day defeat at home to Racing had already put 
Toulon on the backfoot, but when this was followed by a less 
than inspiring 20-10 loss at Pau, Toulon were firmly at the foot of 
the table, the only team on zero points. 
When you are in that position, a home game against last year’s 
champions is probably not what you want. Again, the opposition 
looked better than Toulon for vast parts of the match, but the 
hosts never gave up and managed to force their way over the line 
in the dying moments to record a slightly fortunate but very 
important one point win. 
Was this the catalyst for the season to really get going? Well, no! 

The next match for Toulon was a trip to Paris to take on Stade 
Français, who have made a very good start to the season.  
The first half was fairly evenly matched, although the possession 
and territory were both in favour of the home side. The second 
half saw the Parisians capitalise (excuse the pun!) on that 
advantage and they ran out very comfortable victors, 37-10. 
The good thing about sport is that the next game comes around 
very quickly, so wrongs can be righted, although when you are 
in a downward spiral, games coming thick and fast is not always 
what you want. 
Luckily for Toulon supporters, the fifth game of the season was 
at home to Agen , a team who are likely to be scrapping all year 
to avoid relegation.  
Whilst the performance was not necessarily faultless, a 33-3 
bonus point win, lifted the mood, only for it to be depressed 
again within a week. 
Clermont have consistently been in the top two or three French 
teams for more than 10 years, but last year was a disaster for 
them. So bad was 2017/18, that they even failed to qualify for the 
main European cup. 
The lack of Champions Cup action could, however, prove to be a 
positive for Clermont, as they look to regain the French title. 
They have begun the season with a real bang and whatever was 
missing last year is very definitely back. 
The week before the Toulon game, Clermont had suffered their 
first defeat of the season at Bordeaux and they were bent on 
correcting that when they lined up the following weekend. A 28-
8 scoreline reflects the gap between the two teams. 
So, after 6 matches, Toulon are in 11th place and have the worst 
attack in the whole league, being the only one of the fourteen 
teams yet to break through the 100 point mark. 
If Toulon were losing out by narrow margins, as they did 
frequently last year, you would say that only a minor bit of work 
was needed to put things right. However, the manner of their 
defeats at Stade Français and Clermont, in particular, gives cause 
for concern. 
It is true that there is sufficient talent in the Toulon ranks to get 
them out of their current hole and the season is only 6 games old, 
but with a 15 point gap between Toulon and leaders Clermont, 
the turnaround needs to come soon, as Toulon are closer to the 
relegation zone than they are to the top six. 
If you needed a match to regain a bit of lost ground, then a trip to 
Montpellier would probably not be top of your list. However, 
that is exactly what faces Toulon next. 
Montpellier were beaten finalists last year and whilst they have 
yet to really hit their stride this season, they are still amongst the 
favourites to lift the Bouclier de Brennus next Spring. 
After the trip along the coast, the Top 14 takes a break and 
Toulon’s best chance of getting things back on track may come in 
the shape of the European Champions Cup. 
They begin with a home fixture against Newcastle on Sunday 
14th October, followed by a visit to Edinburgh the following 
weekend. 
Neither Newcastle nor Edinburgh are amongst the big guns of 
European rugby, but they certainly should not be taken lightly 
either. 
It will be interesting to see how Collazo goes about team 
selection for these two matches. Will he use this as an 
opportunity to lift morale around Mayol by sending out his 
strongest team in an effort to send a statement to those already 
looking to write Toulon off? Or will he rest a few players in the 



18 

October VAR VILLAGE VOICE 2018……………….www.varvillagevoice.com 

hope that they will be able to recharge their batteries and come 
back stronger when the Top 14 resumes at the end of the month? 
Dropping one or two players may prick their professional pride 
and prompt a positive reaction. 

 
Whichever way he plays it, if results do not start to improve, 

Mourad Boudjellal may add Collazo to the list of coaches he has 
shown the door over the last few seasons. 

The month ends with a home fixture against La Rochelle.  
 

 
You want a good Plumber – He has my Vote! 

 

 
For the best competitive rates for Gas 

heating try Distrigas Provence ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


